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The Juvenilia of Jane Austen and Charlotte Bronté

Ryoko DOI (Associate Professor at Shirayuri College)

In all of her six novels, Jane Austen’s heroines are married to their “Ideal Husbands” in the end, though it may
not always mean “they lived happily ever after.” Yet not in her juvenilia. None of the stories written in her teens
ends with the heroine’s happy marriage; instead, they are filled with women (and men) who blatantly cheat, steal,
quarrel, get drunk, raise an army and even murder to gain what they desire. What are we to make out of these
works, which seem unbecoming, and very different from Austen’s later six novels? On the other hand, some
episodes and themes will sound thoroughly familiar to the Austen readers. I'd like to compare some works
Austen wrote in her early teens, namely “Henry and Eliza” and “The Beautiful Cassandra,” with “Catharine, or the
Bower” and “Lesley Castle,” both written in her later teens. | will focus on the heroines’ and other female
characters’ experience in those works, and explore how and why Austen approaches and negotiates the female

difficulties of the time in various ways.

Haruko IWAKAMI (Professor at Shiga University)

What is most amazing about the Bronté Juvenilia is the fact that it was jointly created by the four Brontés and
was started in their early teens and continued well into their twenties. Branwell and Emily did not get out of their
imaginative world while Charlotte struggled out of her ‘infernal world’ and emerged as a matured novelist towards
the end of the later juvenilia. In my paper, | will focus on “A Leaf from an Unopened Volume” and “The Spell” by
Charlotte Bronté. They were both written in 1834 when Charlotte was 18 years old and show much sophistication
in narrative method. | will analyze the complicated structure of these two novelettes with a focus on the viewpoints

of various fictitious narrators. | also try to examine Charlotte’s sophisticated notion of the power of fiction.

Juliet MCMASTER (Distinguished University Professor Emeritus at the University of Alberta)

As the founder and first General Editor of the Juvenilia Press, my earliest efforts in editing with students were
with Jane Austen and Charlotte Bronté. The Press, which now has nearly 60 volumes on its list, takes the
pedagogical function very seriously — it is part of our mandate that students would be involved in some way with
the editing process of each volume. | will discuss the editing of Jane Austen’s Catharine, or the Bower and

Charlotte Bronté’s Albion and Marina as a way of engaging students deeply with these outstanding young authors.
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Female Difficulties: Austen's Fanny and Burney's Juliet
Juliet MCMASTER (Distinguished University Professor Emeritus at the University of Alberta)

Frances Burney's The Wanderer and Jane Austen's Mansfield Park were both published in 1814, and this
co-incidence of period affords occasion for considering the two of them together.

Although Burney and Austen could not have been directly influenced by each other in these two works, there are
nonetheless interesting parallels between the two novels in tone and content. Burney's sub-title for The Wanderer was
"Female Difficulties," for she focuses painfully on the huge obstacles that a woman faces in trying to support herself by
her own labour, and in steering clear of the many dangers in her way. | borrow her phrase "female difficulties" for my
own title, as a way of linking the two novels; for Austen's Fanny Price, who is separated from her own family and
transplanted to another where she is constantly at a disadvantage, also faces trials more daunting than those of any
other Austen heroine.

Both novels include episodes of amateur theatricals; both heroines are separated from home and family; both are
tormented in their love lives; both must remain painfully silent about the difficulties they face.

In my paper | shall explore the intricacies of these female difficulties, as fully represented in the two novels of
1814.
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